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liorns. The bale of cloth was sometimes put on
the robe of the Missionary, and the Cross was
clumsily sent as the forerunner of the yard measure
with its sequel of odious consequences. The reli-
gious feelings of those nations designated as bar-
barous were wounded, and remained timid and sus-
picious. From that point to violence and reprisals
the distance was not great. Politics became mixed
up in the matter, and cannon made itself heard.
Christendom, which especially distinguishes itself in
the art of imposing its laws, and of mutual destruc-
tion by fire and sword, declared the nations who
were rebellious against its civilisation to be enemies
of the Cross. Thus the human race has dug the
abyss which separates nations, from whom true pro-
gress might have obtained everything, if no attempt
had been made upon their beliefs; to which they
are, and have the right to be, as much attached as
we are to ours.

The Japanese, for instance, obstinately refuse to

open their country to us.    Our inferiors in many

*
accessory branches of manufacturing  art, they are

our equals and superiors in many others, especially
having regard to their wants and tastes. The pro-
ducts of Europe tempt them but little; and if by
reason of some treaties imposed upon them, rather
than negotiated, they receive a few specimens